
 

Minutes of the Faculty Council Meeting of February 27, 2024 
Michael E. Charles Council Chamber, Galbraith Building and Online 

 

MEMBERS: Ning Yan (Interim Speaker), Chris Yip (Dean), Dionne Aleman, Cristina Amon, 
Brohath Amrithraj, Philipp Asare, Julie Audet, Mohammed Basheer, Chris Beck, Irina Belaya, 
Evan Bentz, Shlomo Bibas, David Boroto, Helen Bright, Markus Bussmann, Ron Chiong, Alan 
Chong, Will Cluett, Shai Cohen, Tom Coyle, Stark Draper, Matthew Du, Natalie Enright Jerger, 
Ade Fakolade, Ramin Farnood, Aleksandra Fomina, Adam Fox, Diane Giang, Leslie Grife, Sarah 
Haines, Marianne Hatzopoulou, Angela Henshilwood, Jenny Hill, Ken Hilton, Jane Howe, Hamed 
Ibrahim, Sepehr Javidan, Charles Jia, Parker Johnston, Julie Kang, Dawn Kilkenny, Donald Kirk, 
Deepa Kundur, Maggie Laidlaw, Freeman Lan, Anna Limanni, Antonio Liscidini, Qin Liu, Jess 
MacInnis, Allison MacKay, Heather MacLean, Caitlin Maikawa, Sam Mantenuto, Katy Mezei, 
Kasra Modares, Erika Narimatsu, Milos Popovic, Madhi Ramesh, Jonathan Rocheleau, Lisa 
Romkey, Matthew Roorda, Cindy Rottmann, Philipp Seiler, Peter Serles, Arianna Skirzynska, 
Theodore Soong, David Steinman, Marisa Sterling, Ajay Talbot, Hamid Timorabadi, John Walker, 
Elizabeth Whitmell, Edmond Young, Elena Yijia Zhu, Yu Zou 
 
SECRETARIAT: Silvia Delgado, Rocky Petinakis, Alex Schroen, Caroline Ziegler (Secretary) 
 
GUESTS: Olenka Baron, Sharon Brown, Leanne Dawkins, Sonia De Buglio, Roger Francis, Shilpa 
Gantotti, Sania Hameed, Selena Li, Teresa Miniaci, Don Newton, Asma Pathan, Dan Pettigrew, 
Adham Ragab, Zeeshan Rayees, Tess Seip, Lisa Simpson, Alex Tichine, Adriano Vissa, Geoff 
Wichert, Nefeteria Wickham 

1. Speaker’s Welcome and Approval of Agenda 

Interim Council Speaker Ning Yan called the third Faculty Council meeting of 2023-2024 to order 
at 12:10 pm and welcomed all present. The Dean and Secretariat introduced themselves. The 
Speaker acknowledged the land on which the University of Toronto operates and reviewed 
protocols for the hybrid meeting. 
 
The agenda and reports were distributed on February 13. There was no discussion and on a 
regular motion duly moved, seconded and carried, the agenda was approved.  

2. Introduction of New Faculty Member 

Marianne Hatzopoulou, chair of the Department of Civil & Mineral Engineering, introduced her 
new faculty member, Hamed Ibrahim.
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3. Adoption of the Minutes of Previous Meetings 

No errors or omissions were noted in the minutes of the December 7, 2023 Council meeting and 
on a regular motion duly moved, seconded and carried, the minutes were approved. 

4. Memorial Tributes 

(a) Donald Mackay 

Ramin Farnood, chair of Department of Chemical Engineering & Applied Chemistry, read the 
following memorial tribute in honour of Professor Emeritus Donald Mackay. 
 
Be it resolved –  
 

THAT the Council of the Faculty of Applied Science & Engineering record with deep regret 
the death on October 20, 2023 of Professor Emeritus Donald Mackay. 

 
Professor Mackay grew up in Glasgow, Scotland, and entered Chemical Engineering at the Royal 
Technical College in Glasgow in 1954, graduating with a BSc in 1958 and PhD in 1961. He and his 
wife Ness met in Toronto when he started what would become an almost 30-year working 
career at the Department of Chemical Engineering & Applied Chemistry here at the University of 
Toronto — first working as a postdoctoral fellow with Professor Olev Trass and eventually 
earning his appointment as Professor in 1967.  
 
In the early stages of his career, he spent many summers conducting research on the behaviour 
and remediation of oil spills in the Arctic. Some of these experiences were later reflected in his 
hobby of soapstone carving. His later research focused on developing a better understanding 
and representation of the environmental behaviour of toxic substances. 
 
Through the course of his illustrious career, Professor Mackay authored numerous books and 
over 650 scientific research papers. He developed the fugacity-based "Mackay Models," which 
provided valuable insight into the behaviour of chemicals in the natural environment, as well as 
a framework for understanding their transport and degradation. These models are still used to 
help guide regulatory and environmental policy decisions worldwide.  
 
In 1995, he left U of T to pursue the role of Founding Director of the Canadian Environmental 
Modelling Centre at Trent University in Peterborough. In 2001, he was the first Canadian 
recipient of the prestigious Honda Prize for his work on eco-technology. He received the title of 
Professor Emeritus in 2002 from both U of T and Trent. In 2003, he was appointed Officer of the 
Order of Canada, followed by the Order of Ontario a year later. 
 
Throughout his life, Professor Mackay was relentlessly curious and had a passion for both nature 
and travel. He had the good fortune to have explored many regions of the world, from pole to 
pole. He was a beloved teacher, colleague, mentor and friend who is remembered for his 
wonderful sense of humour and ability to distill complex concepts into memorable lessons. His 
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research has left a tremendous legacy within our Faculty and Department, and his work has 
undoubtedly made the world a safer and cleaner place for all.  
 
Be it further resolved –  
 

THAT this tribute to Professor Emeritus Donald Mackay be inscribed in the minutes of this 
Council meeting, and that copies be sent to his family as an expression of the respect and 
gratitude of the members of this Council.  

(b) Kenneth Carless (K.C.) Smith  

Deepa Kundur, chair of The Edward S. Rogers Sr. Department of Electrical & Computer 
Engineering, read the following memorial tribute in honour of Professor Emeritus Kenneth 
Carless (K.C.) Smith. 
 
Be it resolved –  
 

THAT the Council of the Faculty of Applied Science & Engineering record with deep regret 
the death on October 29, 2023 of Professor Kenneth Carless Smith. 

 
Professor Kenneth Carless Smith — known to friends and colleagues as “K.C.” — was born in 
Toronto in 1932. He is survived by his wife and life partner of 40 years, Laura Chizuko Fujino, 
sons Kenneth David Smith and Kevin Anthony Smith, both alumni of U of T Engineering, and 
granddaughter Sophia Moore Smith.  
 
After graduating from Lawrence Park Collegiate in 1950, Professor Smith joined the Engineering 
Physics program (now known as Engineering Science). Upon graduation he embarked on an 
MASc and later a PhD, both from the University of Toronto. 
 
Professor Smith joined U of T’s Department of Electrical Engineering, now The Edward S. Rogers 
Sr. Department of Electrical & Computer Engineering (ECE), as an Assistant Professor in 1960 
before leaving for the University of Illinois where he became an Associate Professor.  
 
At the University of Illinois, he was a member of the design team and later chief engineer of the 
Illiac II and Illiac III computers. Here, Professor Smith recognized that with the need to design 
complex transistor circuits, heavily physics-based models were too cumbersome. In response to 
this challenge Professor Smith developed simple and intuitive transistor models that could be 
used in the rapid design of complex circuits. 
 
When he returned to U of T, where he reached the rank of Full Professor, Professor Smith used 
these simple models and design approaches in a highly innovative course on digital circuit 
design. This course was taught to generations of graduate students, helping to position ECE at U 
of T as an international leader in circuit design. Professor Smith notably co-invented, along with 
Professor Adel Sedra — K.C.’s former graduate student — the current conveyor: a 
groundbreaking circuit component akin to an operational amplifier. 
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In 1982 with Professor Sedra, he coauthored a seminal textbook called Microelectronic Circuits. 
Better known as Sedra/Smith, this book established a new way for teaching electronic circuits to 
undergraduate engineering students. Sedra/Smith has been translated into ten languages and is 
currently in its eighth edition. With more than one million copies in print, it remains the most 
widely used textbook on the subject. 
 
“K.C. was well known for his eloquent and insightful speech. I specifically recall an occasion 
where he held forth on the multiple levels of abstraction in electrical engineering. He described 
how we connect and traverse a vast knowledge hierarchy, spanning from quantum mechanics in 
transistors to the complexities of global communication networks. It profoundly impacted and 
inspired me as a young engineer. I continue to draw on that idea in my teaching and research.” 
said Professor Tony Chan Carusone, who co-authored the 8th edition of Sedra/Smith in 2020. 
 
Professor Smith’s gift of simplifying the abstract, as well as his articulacy and ability to make 
connections, served him well in his research and teaching as well as in various administrative 
roles both in the University and through his professional organizations. He served as Chair of ECE 
from 1976 to 1981 and was the Chair of the Engineering Science Advisory Board from 2012 until 
his passing. “K.C. brought not just his insightful perspectives, but also a generous spirit that 
uplifted us all,” said Professor Deepa Kundur, who served as Chair of Engineering Science from 
2017 to 2019 and currently serves as Chair of ECE, “His dedication to EngSci and ECE was 
unwavering and wisdom profound.” After he retired, he remained actively involved with both 
the University of Toronto and the International Solid-State Circuits Conference (ISSCC).  
 
At ISSCC meetings, “K.C. would always listen to all sides on any debate, recognize the pros and 
cons in everyone's arguments, then come back with the most convincing argument that all sides 
would agree on. This was a true characteristic of K.C.,” said Professor Ali Sheikholeslami. 
 
It would be difficult to find a person with a larger or longer lasting presence and impact in the 
ECE department and in the IEEE Solid-State Circuits community than Professor Smith. “He was an 
engineer’s engineer, a circuit designer par excellence, and a man with deep insights, simply 
expressed,” said Professor Safwat Zaky. 

 
Be it further resolved –  
 

THAT this tribute to Professor K.C. Smith be inscribed in the minutes of this 
Council meeting, and that copies be sent to his family as an expression of 
the respect and gratitude of the members of this Council.  

  
The Speaker assumed concurrence with these resolutions and Council observed one minute of 
silence in honour of Professors Emeriti Mackay and Smith.  
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5. Report of the Dean 

Dean Chris Yip welcomed all to Council and provided the following remarks. 

(a) Provincial Budget and Financial Constraints 

The provincial budget was announced yesterday. It provides colleges and universities with $1.3B 
over three years. This leaves us in a position of financial constraint, particularly when 
considering the tuition freeze over the next three years, constraint on domestic enrolment by 
the university, and the study permit freeze that limits international students.  
 
Our departments and institutes are preparing their budgets for the next fiscal year. Fortunately, 
our application numbers are the highest ever and our international numbers remain strong, over 
3,000 or so. Student desire to attend UofT Engineering bodes well for the overall demand for our 
programs and our ability to maintain a revenue stream that will flow into our programs. We can 
maintain this at both undergraduate and graduate levels as we do not want to be in a position 
where we have to reduce any courses or supports needed by our students. 
 
A provincial working group has been struck to ensure universities are working to increase 
graduate student stipends. The Provost and a working group of deans are examining how the 
funding of graduate students is done across the university in order to support our graduate 
students.  

(b) Dean’s Travels in Asia 

Recent travels in Asia allowed the Dean to connect with a number of alumni. Engagement, 
especially around PEY opportunities, was strong in Shanghai. A meeting of the Global 
Engineering Deans Council in Hong Kong had only three deans from Canada attending (U of T, 
UBC and York) and two from the US. Despite the geopolitics, we will continue to support our 
many strong exchange programs with China. There were also many opportunities percolating 
with Taiwan involving Partnerships. 

(c) Undergraduate Student Activities 

The Iron Ring ceremony is on March 3. This is a wonderful event and a major milestone for 
students. Those on campus on Sunday are encouraged to join in the celebrations.  
 
Skule Night 2T4 is on March 13-16. Students have been working hard rehearsing and all are 
encouraged to participate. 
 
The Speaker thanked the Dean for his presentation. There was no discussion.  

6. Business Arising 

Edmond Young, associate chair, undergraduate curriculum in the Department of Mechanical & 
Industrial Engineering, updated Council on the MIE curriculum as discussed at the December 7 
Council meeting where a member raised concerns about some of the proposed changes.  
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The department is moving MIE504 – Applied Computational Fluid Dynamics from 4W to 4F, and 
will be monitoring the enrollment of Fall courses next year to determine whether a Fall course 
will need to be moved to the Winter to accommodate this change. The mechanical engineering 
program is undergoing a larger curriculum review at the moment, and technical electives may be 
moved around to improve continuity between courses, which is the overarching goal. 
 
CSC373 – Algorithm Design, Analysis & Complexity is being added as an exclusion to MIE245 – 
Data Structures and Algorithms. This issue stemmed from a misperception around what an 
exclusion means. Some understood that exclusions are bidirectional, and that if MIE245 is going 
to exclude CSC373, then MIE should engage with CSC and ensure that CSC also excludes MIE245 
from CSC373. However, the Registrar’s Office provided definitions for “exclusion” and 
“equivalency”, which have subtle but important differences. Exclusions, in fact, do not need to 
be bidirectional, and each unit has the authority to declare another course as an exclusion 
without the other unit declaring the exclusion in the other direction.  
 
The MIE department has asked the Registrar’s Office to add an official definition of what 
exclusions and prerequisites do in the engineering academic calendar to avoid similar 
misunderstandings in the future. 
 
There was no discussion. 
 
The following items were endorsed by the Executive Committee of Council at its February 5 
meeting and are recommended for Council’s approval by regular motion, requiring a simple 
majority of members present and voting to carry. 

7. Certificate in Electric Vehicle Design 

Dionne Aleman, associate dean, Cross-Disciplinary Programs, presented Report 3755 Revised, a 
proposal for a Certificate in Electric Vehicle Design. In recent years, electric vehicles (EVs) have 
become viable and popular alternatives to traditional internal combustion engines for passenger 
vehicles, commercial applications and other motorized equipment. Engineering is well 
positioned to advance EV technology, and the certificate may encourage students to explore 
careers or graduate programs in this area. 
 
At the conclusion of the presentation, the following regular motion was moved and seconded –  
 

THAT the Certificate in Electric Vehicle Design be approved, effective September 2024, as 
described in Report 3755 Revised. 

 
Members discussed the potential overlap between the proposed EV Design certificate and the 
Robotics & Mechatronics minor, as courses can only be counted twice. Students may have to 
decide between the two offerings. 
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Plans to create a minor in EV design in the future were discussed. Progress largely depends on 
securing lab space in electrical engineering. The minor will provide opportunities for 
specializations, such as in solid mechanics.  
 
The motion was carried.  

8. Major Curriculum Changes, 2024-2025 

Evan Bentz, chair of the Undergraduate Curriculum Committee (UCC), presented Report 3761, 
proposed changes to the curriculum in chemical engineering and in cross-disciplinary programs. 
Curriculum changes were also brought forward at the previous Council meeting in December. We 
are coming up to the CEAB snapshot year, so all departments are looking at their courses 
carefully.  
 
At the conclusion of the presentation, the following regular motion was moved and seconded –  

 
THAT the proposed curriculum changes for the 2024-2025 academic year, as described in 
Report 3761, be approved. 

 
Members discussed whether students would need to overload APS380 – Introduction to Electric 
Vehicle Design, and if it should be added as a minor elective; however, MIE is holding further 
curriculum changes while it conducts an overall review of its mechanical engineering curriculum.  
 
The motion was carried.  

9. Proposed Dates for the 2024-2025 Summer Session 

Evan Bentz, chair of the Undergraduate Curriculum Committee (UCC), presented Report 3760. 
Council has historically approved sessional dates for Fall and Winter terms but has recently 
adopted the standard sessional dates set by Simcoe Hall. It is, however, still required to approve 
our summer sessional dates. 
 
At the conclusion of the presentation, the following regular motion was moved and seconded –  
 

THAT the summer session dates for the 2024-2025 academic year be approved as described 
in Report 3760. 

 
Members discussed the conflict between FAS exams and the last day of classes in FASE. This has 
historically been true for fall and winter terms as well as summer, and although we do our best 
to facilitate FAS students, we cannot control their schedules. 
 
The motion was carried.  
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10. Information Report  

The following item was approved by the Executive Committee of Council at its February 5 
meeting and is recommended for Council’s information.  

(a) Engineering Graduate Education Committee Update 

Lisa Romkey, chair of the Engineering Graduate Education Committee, presented Report 3762, 
new BME and CIV courses approved, and minor modifications adding the aerospace MASc and 
PhD programs to the Collaborative Specialization in Psychology, Psychiatry and Engineering 
(PsychEng), and renaming the MEng Emphasis in Analytics as the Emphasis in Data Analytics and 
Machine Learning.  
 
Professor Romkey also mentioned the SGS practice of removing courses that have been inactive 
for more than five years. Graduate programs were encouraged to contact SGS for their list of 
such courses for review. 
 
There was no discussion and the report was received for information.  

11. Other Business 

Regarding a possible strike on Monday, it was confirmed that the university has continency plans  
in place and that at this point students should plan to attend regularly scheduled classes and 
tutorials.  
 
It was mentioned that there will be a second Iron Ring ceremony on Wednesday for students 
requesting religious accommodations, as March 3 coincides with a religious holiday for some.  

12. Discussion Item: ECC/PEY Update 

The Speaker mentioned the EngSoc request to convert the ECC/PEY Advisory Committee (ECC 
AC) to a standing committee of Council, stating that the decision was for it to remain advisory. 
The Advisory Committee has been restructured to expand student representation and increased 
meeting frequency from 2-3 meetings each academic year. 
 
Tom Coyle, vice-dean, undergraduate, and Roger Francis, executive director, Engineering Career 
& Experiential Learning, updated Council on the Faculty’s Professional Experience Year Co-op 
Program. Mr. Francis reviewed the PEY Co-op roadmap, and discussed student enrolment as of 
January 15, 2024, as well as PEY Co-op registrations and work terms since 2019-2020. He 
reviewed statistics on employer and job postings by discipline, business development outreach, 
and other activities at the Engineering Career Centre such as collaborations with the Engineering 
Society, FASE graduate programming, Tri-Campus Partnership, Experiential Learning Commons, 
and cross-division support with UTM. 
 
During discussions, a member asked about an Engineering Science statistic on the presentation 
slides: on slide 6, there are 237 EngSci students listed as being registered in a 2023-2024 work 
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term, while on slide 7, there is only one EngSci student listed in 2024-2025 work term progress. 
Mr. Francis was unsure why there was such a disparity in numbers and will discuss this with the 
Council member after the meeting. 
 
Reminding Council that this is the last year of the former PEY structure, a member asked what 
students should do if they want to enrol in their second year instead of first year. They can sign 
up for the co-op until the beginning of winter term in second year because first year is not tightly 
programmed and focuses on peer advice and networking.  

 
Members discussed supports for students who are under stress because they cannot get a work 
term earlier in the year due to a variety of circumstances. They are encouraged to book one-on-
one appointments with staff to discuss their concerns. ECC/PEY engages with companies to try 
to bring in jobs, and new postings may come up over the course of the year. Also, some 
employers will wait until the Winter term to hold interviews. Finally, ECC/PEY is moving to a new 
database to filter jobs so students do not have to comb through so many. They are also ramping 
up business procurement because of the current job situation.  
 
Mr. Francis confirmed that ECC/PEY tracks the number of postings-to-student ratio. They are 
committed to two postings per student and the current average is 4.8 postings per student. The 
MIN program has a 20:1 ratio. They have statistics that that they can share with Council. 
Members were concerned with the disparity of postings relative to students in different 
programs. For example, the ratio for mechanical engineering students seems low in comparison 
to other programs, such as electrical and computer engineering. ECC/PEY is ultimately interested 
in having as many jobs as possible, but they are trying to make postings more consistent across 
programs. Their initial strategy is to “raise the floor” for programs with the lowest number of 
postings and they are adding more resources, such as another business development staff 
member.  
 
ECC/PEY is working with the vice-dean, graduate studies to develop similar programs for 
graduate students. This includes leveraging relationships with existing employers to determine if 
any are interested in extending opportunities to graduate students. It is expected that additional 
details will emerge over the next two years. 
 
Members discussed whether the current PEY program is achieving results that match the 
funding increase announced five years ago. Fees have always been a primary consideration. The 
ECC/PEY fee baseline was set at $3,600, which placed us in the middle of the pack in Ontario, 
aligned with Metropolitan Toronto University and somewhat lower than competition such as 
York University. They try to set a base point efficiently and the value for students is the number 
and value of jobs. ECC/PEY conducts mid-term checks with employers to ensure the second half 
of students’ co-ops are successful and it continues to work on other initiatives regarding value 
for money. Regarding transparency, it was mentioned that a draft breakdown of fees was 
presented at an ECC AC meeting last fall. A Council member asked when the final breakdown will 
be shared with students. Mr. Francis said that the report needs to be tweaked but that sharing 
this information is a high priority.  
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A member requested that statistics regarding job availability be broken down by industry as well 
as by student disciplines and recommended using StatsCan industry codes. Mr. Francis 
responded that in terms of industry breakdown, all jobs are available to all students and that 
when employers indicate disciplines, it is information for ECC/PEY. They categorize jobs based on 
the North American Industry Classification System (NAICS), and how LinkedIn breaks them 
down. They are moving to another database which will help students filter jobs based on 
industry instead of academic discipline.  
 
The ECC/PEY no longer holds career fairs, instead leaving this to student initiatives like the very 
successful You’re Next Career Network (YNCN), one of two engineering events.  

13. Date of Next Meeting 

The next Faculty Council meeting is on April 15, 2024.  

14. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:48 pm.  
 
 
 
/cz 


